Getting to Know

Neighbors
@ﬁ% g@ of Ot{er Faiths

Inter-religious relatonships are one of God's spedal callings in our ime. ‘While the
Church has always lived ina religioushy pluralisic world, the nch dversiby of differ-
ent Faiths is more apparent now than ever before.

Christians often fimd themseives face-to-face with neighbors and co-workers, rela-

tives, strangers, and friends who belong o different religious radtions, This pre-

sents us with unigue opportunities to witness, love, and serve “to the ends of the

sarth” (Acts 1:8). By learning practical ways to encounter people of dverse falths,

v discover opportunibes b learn fram them, to lve in cammunity with then, to
desvelap mutual respect, and o discover areas of cormmeondality,
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A Theological
@ Rationale for

Interfaith Relationships




God and Human Community

Az Christans, we affirm that God loves all of creation and that all people are cre-
ated in God's image (Genesis 1:27). Through God's love, all people are related to
cre gnodher as children of Ged, This common humanity and relatednsss are Qifts
friorm God B0 the human race, Relating to people of othwr faiths strengthens oom-
muniky and encourades human fourishing,

Hospitality to the Stranger

Senpture offers many examples of ethical and pastoral incentives for interreligious
relationships. The stones of Abraham and Sarah, Jetheo, Ruth, and others, remind
e B wE corme and treat kindly those from cubside ur e religious communities.
Tz wirtue of hospitaliby o strangers & amplifed in Jesus’ ministry &5 he befrisnds
the Samaritan worman and shows in the parable of the Good Samaritan [Luke

10 25-37) that canng for those cutside of one's own community 5 iImpoitant. [n
e letter to the Hebrews we read, ‘0o not neglect to show hosptaliny to stranoers,
for by doing that same hawe enbertained angels withowt knowing it" (Hebrews
13:2

Loving God amnd Meighbaor

Indesd, Jesus goes beyond hospitality 0 suggest that the whole of the law and the
propnets are summanzed in the commandment to love God and to love one's
rmeighbors [(Matthew 2235400, Loving others means respecting them, listening to
thern, and treating them as we would want them treat ws (Matthew 7:12) Lowing
rhears not only the authentic shanng of truth &5 we see it but 3 desp listening Lo
cihers. Losing one’s neighbors take priority ower prodaiming

right doctrine oF performing foemal worship, it becomes the

first and guiding commandment for Christians. [See Matthew

52324 and 12:12). ?

Reconciliation with God 4q.
ﬂ l

Chriskians affirm that all peapka hawe been already reconciled

o God &nd bo others in Jesus Chvist (2 Corinthians 52181, Colossians 3:15IT.),
Every perscn embodies something of the divine image and herefore may possess
some ray of tnuth, some aspect of the Mystery of God we know 1o be revealsd in
Jesus Chiist, Cheistians know God through Jeswes Christ, Dot undsstand that all
Fuwrnan understanding of truth is inherently limited and condiboned. The reality of
God, in cantrast, is inmirscaly unlimited. God will always be greater tham any bw-
rhan can comprebend or any religion can conwey,

Christian Withess and Reconciliation with Others

Chrstians hawe been sant into the world to testify inoword and desd to the God we
know through Jesus Chnst (Jobn 17:18). Yet Chrisbans hawve not always embodied
God's [ in their relabionships with people of other religious radtions, A lack of
urderstandng and respect for other faiths Ras often resulted in fear, distrust, and
the dehumanization of people in oter religicus traditions, Christian witness o
od's [ove sesks to share the Gospal of Jesus Christ with the world, That means
corversing with, listenimg bo, leaming from, and ling peacefuly with thoss in the
wiorld wiho do mot confess Jesus as Lond. Listening and shanng

sornekimes shows God's love better than dedaratians of beliefs, mm

A5 Christians, we are Called [o be peacemakers in the world, We

koo for ways to strengthen human life im community, But since Sonpture speaks in
many Yokes, it has sometimes besn used to dscount and divide people of different
faiths from one another. Throwgh encounters with people of other religions, Chis-
bare hope to find new understanding and to discover fuller and more meaningful
ways B live in reconciled communities together,

Person and work of Christ

Through Jeswes Christ hiumanity is imvited to speak and respond to God. In Sorip-
ture, God not anly speaks but listens, not only challenges, but waits. [n the death
and resurrection of Chnst, God brings about the possibility for new relaticnships
betweeen Gaod and humanity and between dferent Buman persons 8md oommui-
biess, The work of Christ is bo bresk down the walls of separation end alienation
betwean peoples with each otfer and with God. Neww possibilities for relationship
Degan in the vulnerabiliby, risk, and Tath of Jesus. A new reality is now available
nawd for believers in Christ to make curselves vulnerable and to @ke risks in owr
relaticnships with pecple of other faiths.

Spirit of God and Human Hope

Christians affirm that the Holy Spirit, who hovered over the waters when the earth
was void and withoul form (Genssis 1:2), can brng crder oul of chacs and can
reshape warped societies, Relationships with pecple of other religious raditions are
shaped by the Haly Spint who, ke the wind, ‘blows where it chooses' (John 3:8),
‘While we da not always understand the Spirit’s purposes, we need never be with-
awt hope, for we nor the rest of ceation are ever without the Spirit of God




