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COVER SYMBOL
The symbol of the SANFOKAhas become an emblem of the Committee on Black Congregational Ministries. It is
a symbol from the West African countries of Ghana and the Ivory Coast that illustrates a bird with its neck turned
back. This is a reminder to never forget "to look back and examine the past to insure one's future." Some of the
resources contained in this bibliography are from the past and are no longer in print, but still may be available
through some libraries and retail outlets or via the Internet.

HISTORY
The Committee on Black Congregational Ministries evolved in 1991 from the Joint Educational Development
(JED) partnership. In October 1992, the African-American National Staff Executives gathered in Nashville and
formed the Committee. The Committee sees its task as addressing the concerns of African American congregations
related to curriculum, biblical and religious publications, special days, and other educational issues that impact on
these communities of faith. The Committee's approach to all of these concerns is firmly rooted in a Africentric per-
spective. Africentrism is defined as recognizing the origin of the spiritual heritage of persons of African descent
and making connections with Africa and persons in the African diaspora (scattered people settled afar from their
ancestral homeland-Africa.

This Committee has worked over the past decade to promote Christian education with a focus on the needs of per-
sons of African descent. In 1998, the Committee sponsored a Consultation in Chicago on "Black Heritage and
Christianity: Assessing Our Faith." The need to develop a bibliography of Africentric resources surfaced at that
time. Committee member Mary Love spearheaded the project with assistance from other committee members.
Please see this bibliography as a beginning and an effort to help persons become aware of Africentric resources.

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Committee on Black Congregational Ministries is to nurture member communions of the
National Council of Churches and others in bringing an Africentric perspective to their work of resourcing con-
gregations, especially those with persons of African descent.

THE COMMITTEE ON BLACK CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRIES
PARTICIPATING DENOMINATIONS

African Methodist Episcopal Church
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
American Baptist Churches in the USA
Christian Church, Disciples of Christ
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church

Cumberland Presbyterian Church
Episcopal Church

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.

National Missionary Baptist Convention of America
Presbyterian Church, USA

Progressive National Baptist Church, Inc.
United Church of Canada
United Church of Christ
United Methodist Church
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BIBLIOGRAPHY
This cross-referenced and partially annotated bibliography identifies selected Africentric resources using nineteen
categories listed below. It is a work in process. Updates will be provided on a regular basis as new resources are
submitted for inclusion.

CATEGORY
Adults and Young Adults
Africentrism
Biblical Studies
Biographical
Children
Church Administration/Church Growth/'Discipleship/Stewardship/Ministry
Community Development
Counseling and Pastoral Care
Diversity
Family
General Christian Education and Sunday School
History and Heritage
Inspiration
Leadership
Men's Issues
Preaching and Homiletics
Sexuality
Social Issues and Ethics
Theology
Women's Issues
Worship/Celebrations/Rituals/Spirituality
Youth/Youth Ministry
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ADULT AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
McCray, Walter Arthur. Black Young Adults: How to Reach Them, What to Teach Them.(Strengthening
the Black Church and Community by Educating Black Young Adults Ages 17-24). Chicago: Black Light
Fellowship, 1992.

Patterson, Sheron C. Ministry with Single Black Adults. Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 1990.

AFRICENTRISM
Asante, Molefi Kete. Afrocentricity. Trenton: African World Press, 1989.

Committee on Black Congregational Ministries. “Black Heritage and Christianity: Assessing Our Faith.” (Video
and Monograph). Chicago: CBCM, NCCCUSA: 1998.

Harris, Forrest E. What Does It Mean to Be Black and Christian? Pulpit, Pew and Academy in Dialogue, Vol. 1.
Nashville: Townsend Press, Sunday School Publishing Board, 1996.

Moffett, Diane Givens, Beyond Greens and Cornbread: Reflections on African American Christian Identity. Valley
Forge: Judson Press.

In a voice of prophetic inspiration, Moffett joins that traditional chorus of poetry, sermon, and song to
communicate the messages of African American hopes and dreams, virtues and vices, aspirations and
inspirations, calling Christians of every race and ethnicity to move beyond our past challenges and our
present traditions into a vision of hope and expectancy for the future. 

Paris, Peter J. The Spirituality of African Peoples: The Search for a Common Moral Discourse. Minneapolis:
FortressPress, 1995.

Roberts, J. Deotis, Africentric Christianity: A Theological Appraisal for Ministry. Valley Forge: Judson Press,
2000. 128 pages.

Walker , Wyatt Tee. Afrocentrism and Christian Faith. New York: Martin L. King Fellows Press, 1994. 
A collection of four essays by Walker that highlight the internal strength of the African American religious
experience.

BIBLICAL STUDIES
Andrews, Joyce. Bible Legacy of the Black Race: The Prophecy Fulfilled. Nashville: Winston-Derek Pub., Inc.,
1993. 

A work of biblical research revealing the connection between the African diaspora and the ancient
Egyptians.

Bailey, Randall C. and Grant, Jacquelyn, Editors. The Recovery of the Black Presence.Nashville: Abingdon, 1995.

Birchett, Colleen, Editor. Biblical Strategies for a Community in Crisis: What African Americans Can Do. (Leader
and Student Guide) Chicago: Urban Ministries, 1992.

Birchett, Colleen, Editor. How to Help Hurting People.(Leader and Study Guide) Chicago: Urban Ministries,
1990.
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Birchett, Colleen, Editor. How I Got Over: Testimonies of African Americans, Reflections of the Books of Job and
Psalms(with Bible Study Applications). Chicago: Urban Ministries, 1994.

Blount, Brian K., Then the Whisper Put on Flesh: New Testament Ethics in an African American Context
Nashville: Abingdon, 2001.

Breckridge, James and Lillian. What Color is Your God? Multi-cultural Education in the Church. _______:
Bridgeport Books, 1995. 288 pages.

Cloud, Olivia M. Rules of the Road: A Guide to Spiritual Growth.Nashville: National Baptist Publishing Board,
1997, 128 pp. 

Offers biblically-based guidelines for staying on target in our Christian walk. Also contains personal devel-
opment questions to help readers determine points of strength and weaknesses.

Cloud, Olivia M. Testify! Testimonies of the Faithful. Nashville: MEGACorporation, 2000. 156 pp. 
Every believer has a testimony based on personal faith experiences with the Lord. Testify! shares the
insights and feelings of many of God's faithful, like Noah, Gideon, Mary, mother of Jesus, Joshua, Jarius,
and Deborah. Each chapter contains questions for personal reflection. An excellent resource for personal
or group Bible study.

Copher, Charles B. Black Biblical Studies: Biblical and Theological Issues on the Black Presence in the Bible.
Chicago: Black Light Fellowship. 1993.

Dunston, Alfred G. The Black Man in the Old Testament. Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press, 1992. A resource that
highlights the evidence of the presence of people of color in the Old Testament.

Felder, Cain Hope, Editor. The Original African Heritage Study Bible. King James Version. Nashville: The James
C. Winston Publishing Co., 1993.

Felder, Cain Hope. Stony the Road We Trod: African American Biblical Interpretation. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991. 
A collection of scholarly essays dedicated to recapturing the ancient biblical vision of racial and ethnic plu-
ralism as shaped by the universality of the Bible.

Hoyt, Jr., Thomas L. Exploring the New Testament.Hartford: Hartford Seminary, 1992.

Isom, Dotcy I. Basic Biblical Teaching Skills. Memphis: C. M. E. Church, 1993.

Lewis, T.L. From Bootcamp to the Battlefield: Ready to Serve! Nashville: MEGACorporation, 1998. 
Spiritual training for those involved in church ministries with a special emphasis on renewal and revital-
ization. Includes discussion helps and questions.

Lewis, T.L. From Bootcamp to the Battlefield Leader's GuideNashville: MEGACorporation, 1998. 
This Leader's Guide is a tool to help church leaders train those who seek to be readied for spiritual battle.
Each chapter contains a series of questions designed to challenge and deepen the message contained in
From Bootcamp to the Battlefield.

McCray, Walter Arthur. The Black Presence in the Bible and the Table of Nations.Chicago: Black Light
Fellowship, 1991. 200 pages.

Mosley, William. What Color Is Jesus?Chicago: African American Images, 1987.
Rhodes, F. S. Black Characters and References of the Bible. Tacoma, WA: F. S. Rhodes, 1980.
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Sams, J. Ronald, compiler. On Board with Jesus. Nashville: R. H. Boyd Publishing Corporation, 2001. 
Christian discipleship requires that we follow the ways of our Master, the Captain of our vessel. Rev. Sams
offers practical insights on how Jesus' disciples can stay faithful to His commands.

Smith, James. Blacks in the Bible. Cincinnati: James Smith, Sr., 1990. The book pinpoints the presence of Blacks
in the Bible.

Walker, Clarence. Biblical Counseling with African Americans: Taking a Ride in the Ethiopian's Chariot.Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992.

Waters, Kenneth L. Afrocentric Sermons: The Beauty of Blackness in the Bible.Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1993.
A collection of ten sermons designed to undone some of the historical damage done in disrespect to

Africentrism.

Watley, William D. & Raquel A. St. Clair, The African Presence in the Bible: Gospel Sermons Rooted in History,
Valley Forge: Judson Press, 2000.117 pp.

Weems, Renita J. Just a Sister Away: A Womanist Vision of Women's Relationships in the Bible. San Diego:
LuraMedia, 1988. 

An exploration of biblical women that makes meaningful connections for women of today.

Weems, Renita J., Battered Love: Marriage, Sex, and Violence in the Hebrew Prophets. Minneapolis; Fortress
Press, 1995. 150 pages.

Wright, Jeremiah A. Africans Who Shaped Our Faith: A Study of Ten Biblical Personalities. Chicago: Urban
Ministries, 1995. 

A collection of 12 sermons by Wright that are based on the biblical characters of Asenath, Shuphrah, Puah,
Jethro, Zipporah, Ebedmelech, Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Ethiopian Eunuch.

BIOGRAPHICAL
Baker, Donald P. Wilder: Hold Fast to Dreams. Cabin John, MD: Seven Locks Press, 1989. 308 pages.

Kilgore, Thomas, Jr. and Jini Kilgore Ross. A Servant's Journey: The Life and Work of Thomas Kilgore. Valley
Forge: Judson Press, 1998.

Hollowell, Louise and Martin C. Lehfeldt. The Sacred Call: A Tribute to Donald L. Hollowell Civil Rights
Champion. Winter Park, FL: FOUR-G Publishers, Inc., 1997.

Lovett, Bobby L. A Black Man's Dream: The First 100 Years(Richard Henry Boyd) Nashville: Mega Corporation,
1993. 251 pages. 

Documented account of the life of Dr. Richard Henry Boyd and his struggle to establish the nation's fore-
most African-American religious publishing company.

Martin, Sandy Dwayne. For God and Race. The Religious and Political Leadership of A.M.E.Z. Bishop James
Walker Hood.Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1999.

Sullivan, Leon H., Moving Mountains: The Principles and Purposes of Leon Sullivan. Valley Forge, Judson Press,
1998. 300 pages.
Proctor, Samuel DeWitt. The Substance of Things Hoped For: A Memoir of African-American Faith.New York:
G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1995. 243 pages.
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CHILDREN
Bond, Carol Taylor. A Book of Famous Black Americans: Complete Units for Teachers of Children Ages 4-8.
Livonia, MI: Partner Press Inc., 1989.

Davis-Thompson, Esther. Mother Love: Reinventing a Good and Blessed Future for Our Children, Philadelphia:
Innisfree Press Inc., 1999. 155 pages.

Hopson, Darlene and Derek. Juba This & Juba That: 100 African-American Games for Children, New York:
Simon & Schuster, 1996.

Kunjufu, Jawanza. Developing Positive Self Images and Discipline in Black Children. Chicago: African American
Images. 1984.

Kunjufu, Jawanza. Hip-Hop Versus MAAT. Chicago: African American Images. 1993.

CHURCH ADMINISTRATION/CHURCH GROWTH/DISCIPLESHIP/STEWARDSHIP
Callahan, Mallary. What in the World Is Christian Stewardship? Nashville: Boyd Publications, 1997. 

Callahan defines stewardship from an inclusive perspective; that is, it involves all of life: time, finances,
talents, and more.

Crutchfield, Carmichael. A Trifold Understanding of Giving. Department of Christian Education Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church. Memphis. 1996.

Gilmore, Marshall. Discipleship: in Principle and in Practice.Memphis: C. M. E. Church General Board of
Publication Services, 1993.

Graves, William H. Discipleship Principles for Effective Church Administration. Memphis: C. M. E. Church, 1993.

Jones, Sr., Clifford A., editor. From Proclamation to Practice: A Unique African American Approach to
Stewardship. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1993. 177 pages. 

A comprehensive volume on stewardship written by and for African-American church leaders.

Neal, Joseph C. Getting Serious About Stewardship. Memphis: C. M. E. Church, 1993.

Phillips, Charles. How to Give Birth to a Vision. Washington, DC: Brooks Computer Graphics, 1989.

Proctor, Samuel D. and Gardner C. Taylor. We Have This Ministry: The Heart of the Pastor's Vocation. Valley
Forge: Judson Press, 1996. 136 pages.

Powell, Staccato and Proctor, Dennis. Christians Under Construction: A Guide to Spiritual Growth. Baltimore:
Kairos Press, 1996.

Ratliff, Joe S. & Michael J. Cox, Church Planting in the African American Community, Nashville: Broadman
Press, 1993. 111 pages.
Smith, J. Alfred, Sr. Giving to a Giving God. Washington, DC: Progressive National Baptist Press, 1992. 164 pp

Smith, Luther E., Jr. Intimacy and Mission: Intentional Community as Crucible for Radical Discipleship.
Scottsdale, PA: Herald Press, 1994.

— 7 —



Stewart, Carlyle Fielding. African American Church Growth: 12 Principles for Prophetic Ministry. Nashville:
Abingdon, 1994.

Turner Jr, William C.  Discipleship for African American Christians: A Journey Through the Church Covenant.
Valley Forge:  Judson Press.

Turner uses the Church Covenant, a short statement of faith that many African American Baptists have
committed to memory, as a vehicle for teaching the Baptist faith, with special attention paid to how the
Covenant is grounded in the person, work, and experience of the Holy Spirit.

Watley, William D., Bring the Full Tithe. Valley Forge:  Judson Press.
In this dynamic sermon series, Dr. Watley convincingly shows the biblical foundation for tithing. Speaking
from his own life and ministry, he testifies to the transformation that results when people offer their full
tithes to God 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Beck, Stephen E. A Time to Heal: John Perkins, Community Development and Racial Reconciliation. Grand
Rapids: Baker Books, 1997.

Birchett, Colleen, Editor. Biblical Strategies for a Community in Crisis: What African Americans Can Do. (Leader
and Student Guide) Chicago: Urban Ministries, 1992.

Perkins, John M., Editor. Restoring At-Risk Communities: Doing it Together and Doing It Right. Grand Rapids:
Baker Books, 1995.

Perkins, John. Resurrecting Hope: Powerful Stories of How God in Moving to Reach Our Cities. Ventura, CA:
Regal Books, 1996.

Reed, Gregory J. Economic Empowerment Through the Church: A Blueprint for Progressive Community
Development. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1994.

Smith, Luther E., Jr. Intimacy and Mission: Intentional Community as Crucible for Radical Discipleship.
Scottsdale, Pennsylvania: Herald Press, 1994.

Walker, Wyatt Tee. The Harvard Paper: The African American Church and Economic Development. New York:
Martin Luther King Fellows Press, 1994.

Edward P. Wimberly, Relational Refugees: Alienation and Reincorporation in African American Churches,and
Communities, Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2000.

COUNSELING/PASTORAL CARE
Patterson, Horace L. When People Do You Wrong. Nashville: MEGACorporation, 2001. 

Dr. Horace L. Patterson shares how Christians should respond to being wronged by others. Christians are
faced with the question of how to respond when people wrong them on purpose.

Hines, Samuel George and Curtiss Paul DeYoung. Beyond Rhetoric: Reconciliation as a Way of Life. Valley Forge:
Judson Press, 2000. 108 pages.

Jones, Kirk Byron. Rest in the Storm: Self-Care Strategies for Clergy and Other Caregivers. Valley Forge: Judson
Press, 2001. 132 pages.
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Walker, Clarence. Biblical Counseling with African-Ameicans: Taking a Ride in the Ethiopian's Chariot. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1992

White, R. L., Jr. I Don't Need Counseling: I Ain't Crazy. Lithonia, Georgia: Orman Press, 1999. 
Author extends help to those who are facing troubles but are not comfortable with counseling. Dr. White
discusses why most people aren't comfortable with sitting in a counselor's office and discusses some of the
most common difficulties facing Christians today.

Wimberly, Edward P. Moving From Shame to Self-Worth: Preaching and Pastoral Care. Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 1999. 133 pages.

Wimberly, Edward P. and Anne Streaty Wimberly. Liberation and Human Wholeness: The Conversion Experiences
of Black People in Slavery and Freedom. Nashville: Abingdon, 1986. 144 pages. 

A documented examination of conversion experiences of slaves and former slaves, vis-a-vis the psycho-
logical, theological and socio-cultural worlds of blacks from 1750 to 1930.

Wimberly, Edward P. Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Values: A Black Point of View. Nashville: Abingdon,
1982.

DIVERSITY/ETHNICITY
Adams, David Wallace, Education for Extinction: American Indians and the Boarding School Experience, 1875-
1928, University Press of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, 2002.

Adams portrays the U.S. government's policy of erasing Native American culture through a devious edu-
cational process. Young Indian boys are removed from their tribal environment and transported to a fed-
erally funded boarding school of indoctrination in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Practices of forced assimlila-
tion included suppressing use of Native languages with harsh punishments; demeaning identity by cutting
off braided hair, assigning new names, and attacking native religious beliefs. This book not only docu-
ments a sad portion of American history, but also sheds light on current Anglo-Saxon dominance in
American life. One divisive notion explored is the idea "Kill the Indian and save the man."

Anderson, Claud, Black Labor, White Wealth, The Search for Power & Economic Justice, PowerNomics
Corporation of America, Bethesda, MD, 1994.

Anderson, an African American executive, examines the U.S. policy to use African labor to build a nation.
He discusses goals, objectives, strategies, and tactics used by public and private institutions to marginal-
ize the lives of African Americans. This book cites the Christian Church's complicity with the policy. Three
major principles presented include the doctrine of white superiority; doctrine of Black expendability; and
the doctrine of noninterference with exploitation of persons of African descent. 

Baldwin, Lewis V., Toward the Beloved Community, Martin Luther King, Jr. & South Africa, The Pilgrim Press,
Cleveland, OH, 1995.

Baldwin, an African American professor of religious studies dissects the relationship between the person
and ideas of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, Jr. and the anti-apartheid movement in South Africa. King's ideas
on relationship in particular and community in general have continued relevance for the 21st century USA
context. Baldwin draws insightful parallels between the USACivil Rights Movement and the South
African anti-apartheid movement.

Branding, Ronice, Fulfilling the Dream: Confronting the Challenge of Racism, Chalice Press, St. Louis MO, 2002.
Ms. Branding, a European American layperson in the United Church of Christ, is an ecumenical consult-
ant who calls the church to task for its complicity in the dynamics of power that perpetuate racism and the
interconnecting structures of sexism, classism, and heterosexism. Her critique of the secular grounding of
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many dimensions of church life stands includes practical suggestions for transforming the sacred but com-
promised institution.

Budnick, Rich, Stolen Kingdom: An American Conspiracy, Aloha Press, Honolulu, HI, 1992. 
Rich explores a recent example of blatant North American cultural imperialism. The roles of the U.S. mil-
itary and corporations are portrayed in the overthrow of the kingdom of Hawaii. Rich fails to lift up the
complicity of the church in this process.

Douglas, Kelly Brown, Sexuality & the Black Church: A Womanist Perspective, Orbis Books, New York, NY,
1999.

Dr. Brown, an ordained African American female professor of Christian ethics explores the lack of open
dialogue on sexuality in the context of Black church life in America. She suggest that neither heterosexu-
al nor homosexual realities are adequately addressed in the educational or worship forums of the one pub-
lic institution traditionally controlled by African Americans. The silent or missing discourse has deep
implications for the battle against AIDS, teenage pregnancy, and male/female relations. This book critiques
Church failure to dwell where the people really are. She addresses the triple marginalization of poor, les-
bian, African American women on the basis of class, sexual orientation, and race.

Griffin, Paul R., Seeds of Racism in the Soul of America, The Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, OH, 1999.
Griffin, an African American professor, explores the myth that North American racism originated among
Southern owners of captive Africans. He explores doctrines of White superiority and Black inferiority first
articulated by theologians in New England academic circles. He asserts that later Southern writers attempt-
ing to justify slavery used these same ideas. Griffin argues that on a subconscious level, contemporary
White liberals and feminists retain the spirit of superiority.

Ji-Sun Kim, Grace, The Grace of Sophia, A Korean North American Women's Christology, The Pilgrim Press,
Cleveland, OH, 2002.

Dr. Ji-Sun Kim, a systematic theologian explicates Christology from a Korean North American woman's
Perspective. Her work includes cites the intersection of racism, classism, sexism, North American cultur-
al Imperialism, and religion oppression.

LaFeber, Walter, Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism, W.W. Norton, New York, NY, 1999.
LaFeber, a Euro American professor of history examines American corporate use of the satellites trans-
mission of television images, the Internet, and enhance mobility to move beyond domestic markets onto
the conscience of the entire world. This book presents a framework for discussing North American cul-
tural imperialism.

Lipsitz, George, The Possessive Investment in Whiteness: How White People Profit From Identity Politics, Temple
University Press, Philadelphia, PA, 1998.

Lipsitz uses vivid illustrations and statistics in talking about how Euro Americans thoughts, feelings, and
actions are shaped by consideration of the social construct know as "race". This self-identification and rel-
ative sense of entitlement impacts the worldview and behavior of people of color as well.

Pazmino, Robert W., Latin American Journey: Insights for Christian Education in North America, United Church
Press, Cleveland, OH, 1994.

Pazmino discusses implications of liberation theology in the context of Central American and South
America in ways that inform Christian education in the North American setting. He links fundamentalism,
orthodoxy, and orthopraxy in ways that affirm each perspective.

Rodriguez, Clara E., Changing Race: Latinos, the Census, and the History of Ethnicity in the United States, New
York University Press, New York, NY, 2000.

Ms. Rodriguez, a Puerto Rican American examines the dynamic formation of personal and imposed iden-
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tities for Hispanic Americans tracing their roots to Mexico, Cuba, Puerto Rico, or other Central American
and South American countries of origin. She suggests that self-definitions are fluid and ever changing not
only over time, but also from one context to another. Her discussion exemplifies how publicly imposed
categorization dehumanizes entire population groups.

Sheridan, Vanessa, Crossing Over: Liberating the Transgendered Christian, The Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, OH, 2001.
Sheridan, a transgendered person gives a first hand portrayal of a reality absent from the mainstream dia-
logue of church life. This book expands the application of liberation theology.

Smith, Christine M., Preaching As Weeping, Confession, & Resistance, Radical Responses to Radical Evil,
Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville, KY, 1992.

Smith, a EuroAmerican homiletics professor, analyzes six roots of injustice: racism, classism, sexism,
ableism, ageism, and heterosexism. Her intent is to assist preachers in adapting the substance of their ser-
mons to the social realities of the world surrounding the institutional church. However, this book offers
church educators a big picture view of the foundation of social marginalization, political oppression, and
economic exploitation in U.S society. Smith uses the metaphor of weeping, confessing, and resistance as
a faithful response to society's distance from, denial of, and complicity with systemic oppression.

Waller, James, Face to Face, The Changing State of Racism Across America, Insight Book, New York, NY, 1998.
Waller, a EuroAmerican psychologist, describes how blatant expressions of old-fashioned racism, e.g.,
legal segregation, has evolved into a more subtle, but just as vicious form of modern racism. Waller
observes that liberal Whites, on a conscious level assent to principles of equality for all people, and reject
negative stereotypes. But a historically conditioned feeling of superiority precipitates prejudicial personal
behavior and systemic discrimination that continues to oppress people of color in general and African
Americans in particular. The result is a failure to commit to concrete programs that address the daily suf-
fering of oppressed populations. Waller uses statistics and personal interviews in describing the cost that
racism imposes on the victimizers and the victims. The tone of this book is a cycle of violence with suf-
fering on all sides. Waller examines internal oppression as well.

Waters, Mary C., Black Identities: West Indian Immigrant Dreams & American Realities, Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, MA, 1999.

Waters dissolves the popular assumption that African American culture is colorful, but not diverse. She
focuses on the rich Caribbean backgrounds of New York City residents of African descent. Complete with
personal testimonies and statistics, she lifts up the interaction of their varied forms of self-identification
with the simpler "one-drop rule" in U.S. racial relations. Whereas the legal and social construction of race
in America says one traceable drop of African blood in your ancestry makes you "Black", the definitional
framework in the West Indies includes more variables such as economic class, education, and shades of
skin tone. Ms. Water points out that West Indian "Blacks" who resist Americanization are most likely to
succeed economically especially in the second generation. Prominent examples of this notion includes Earl
Graves, Colin Powell, Shirley Chisholm.

Wu, Frank H., Yellow: Race in America Beyond Black & White, Basic Books, New York, NY, 2002.
Wu, a Chinese American law school professor explodes the myths of "The Model Minority" and the
"Perpetual Foreigner" as used to marginalize Asian Americans. He argues these stereotypes also build arti-
ficial walls between African Americans and Asian Americans. This book's greatest strength is its critique
of the tradition paradigm of public discourse that frames inter-ethnic tensions in Black/white terms that
exclude other communities.

FAMILY
Abatso, George and Yvonne. How to Equip the African American Family: Issues and Guidelines for Building
Strong Families. (Leader's and Study Guide). Chicago: Urban Outreach, 1991.
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Archibald, Chestina Mitchell. Say Amen: The African-American Family's Book of Prayers. New York: Peliguin
Group, 1997.

Beasley, Donna. The Family Reunion Planner, New York: Macmillan, 1997. 128 pages.

Beasley, Donna. Family Pride: The Complete Guide to Tracing African Genealogy. New York: Macmillan, 1997.
192 pages.

Billingsley, Andrew. Climbing Jacob's Ladder: The Enduring Legacy of African-American Families. New York:
Simon and Schuster, 1992.

Davis-Thompson, Esther. Mother Love: Reinventing a Good and Blessed Future for Our Children, Philadelphia:
Innisfree Press Inc., 1999.

Edelman, Marian Wright. Families in Peril: An Agenda for Social Change. Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
1981.

Jones, Howard and Wanda. Heritage and Hope: The Legacy and Future of the Black Family in America. Wheaton,
IL: Victor Books, 1992.

Jones, Nathan. Sharing the Old, Old Story: Educational Ministry in the Black Community. Winona, MI: Saint
Mary's Press/Christian Brothers Publications, 1982.

June, Lee N., Editor. The Black Family: Past, Present and Future. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991.

Lane, Eddie B. The African American Christian Family: Building Lasting Family Relationships. Dallas: Black
Family Press, 1994.

Lane, Eddie B. The African American Christian Family: Parenting in the Context of a Spiritual Deficit. Dallas,
Black Family Press, 1997.

Love, Mary A. Stones of Promise: Celebrating the African-American Family. (Leader's Guide). Nashville:
Cokesbury, 1992. (accompanies Video) 

A thirteen week study for families based on Joshua 4, highlighting keystones essential for families.

Perkins, James C. Building Up Zion's Walls: Ministry for Empowering the African American Family. Valley Forge:
Judson Press, 1999. 101 pages.

Richardson, Dr. Willie. Reclaiming the Urban Family: How to Mobilize the Church as a Family Training Center.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996. 272 pages.

Smith, Wallace Charles. The Church in the Life of the Black Family. Valley Forge: Judson, 1985.

Wimberly, Anne Streaty, Honoring African American Elders: A Ministry in the Soul Community. San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass, 1997. 209 pages.

Wright, Jr., Jeremiah A. Good News: Sermons of Hope for Today's Families. Valley Forge: Judson, 1995. 104 pages.

GENERAL CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Breckridge, James and Lillian. What Color is Your God? Multi-cultural Education in the Church. Glendale,
California: Bridgeport Books, 1995. 288 pages
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Champion, George L. Christian Education for the African American Church. West Palm Beach: Broadway
Printing Co./G. L. Champion, 1990.

Chism, Keith A. Christian Education for the African American Community. Nashville: Discipleship Resources,
1995. 88 pages.

Crockett, Joseph V. Teaching Scripture from an African American Perspective. Nashville: Discipleship Res., 1990.

Foster, Charles R.; Johnson, Ethel R.; and Shockley, Grant S. Christian Education Journey of Black Americans.
Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 1985.

Groome, Thomas. Christian Religious Education: Sharing Our Story and Vision. San Francisco: Jossey Bass,
1999.

Hill, Kenneth H. A More Excellent Way: Handbook for Christian Education. Nashville: A. M. E. Sunday School
Union/Legacy Printing, 1994.

Hill, Kenneth H. Drinking From Our Well: Foundations for the Ministry of Christian Education in the African
Methodist Episcopal Church. Nashville: C. E. D., A. M. E. Church, 1992.

Isom, Dotcy I. Basic Biblical Teaching Skills. Memphis: C. M. E. Church, 1993.

Love, Mary A. "Black Experience and Religious Education" in Harper's Encyclopedia of Religious Education.
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The Sankofa is a symbol from the West African countries of Ghana 
and the Ivory Coast.  The symbol depicts a bird with its 

neck turned back, which means to “reach back and examine 
your past so that you may insure your future.”
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