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“The relationship that seems so obvious to some is often deeply buried, masked, or ignored so
that theologians and educators act as if the relationship were not even there. What a pity! We
lose interesting topics of conversation; but even worse, theology remains little affected by
educational practice, and educational practice is little affected by theological reflection.”
Mary Elizabeth Moore

A Critical Partnership:
Theological Educators, Publishers, and Congregations
Nurturing Faith

The partnership among congregations, theological educators, and church publishers in
spiritual formation is crucial, but sometimes not as strong or direct as it might be. Many
dynamic congregations modify existing curriculum or produce and use curriculum they
develop on their own. Publishers and theological educators have much to learn from local
faith communities who meet their educational needs in this way. What can the academy
and the publishing worlds offer these congregations to enhance and strengthen their
Christian education programs? What can congregations offer publishers and the academy
to enhance their methods and products?

The annual Consultation on Curriculum Research and Theory engages scholars,
publishers, editors, and practitioners in curriculum development for faith formation. This
year, we will hear from a variety of local congregations in the Nashville area about how
they address the educational needs of their churches through a range of approaches that
incorporate such things as culturally specific programs, site-specific resources, and
innovative approaches to curriculum. Each presenting congregation will represent a
distinct expression of church life in either its size, cultural orientation, or unique aspect of
its ministry. The presenters will be invited to describe the content of their educational
approach as well as their successes, learnings, and needs that might be addressed by
publishers and educators. The conference offers ample time for reflection and discussion
among presenters and participants.

For more information, contact:
Patrice L. Rosner, Associate General Secretary for Education
475 Riverside Drive, 8" Floor
New York, NY 10115-0050
212-870-2738 — office; 212-870-3112 — fax; prosner@ncccusa.org
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REGISTRATION
Name:
Name of institution you represent:
Address:
(street) (city/state/zip)
Telephone: office home
Email: Fax:
Registration fee: $85.00 US/CND
Meals/lodging:
For two nights, Thursday and Friday, and all meals: $§ 185.00
For three nights, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, and all meals: § 250.00
Total enclosed: $ (Make check payable to: National Council of Churches)

Mail to: Patrice L. Rosner
475 Riverside Drive, 8" Floor
New York, NY 10115-0050
Office: 212-870-2738; Fax: 212-870-3112
prosner@ncccusa.org

Please identify accommodations you may need in arriving at Scarritt Bennett, registering, in the

meeting, staying in your overnight room, eating in the dining hall, which is cafeteria-style (such
as allergies, chemical sensitivities, visual, hearing, mobility, dietary restrictions, etc.):

Travel information:

Driving:
Day/time of arrival: Flight #:
Day/time of departure: Flight #

Registration deadline: April 4, 2005
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Nurturing Faith

Thursday, April 21
Welcome and Worship
Introductions: What brings you to this table?
Agenda interpretation
Reception

Morning prayers
First presentation

a. Small group reflections

b. Large group reflections
Lunch
Second presentation:

a. Small group reflections

b. Large group reflections
Integrating first and second presentations
Spiritual discernment
Evening for personal re-creation

Morning prayers
Third presentation

a. Small group reflections

b. Large group reflections
Lunch
Integration of all three presentations
What are the implications for publishers, theological
educators, congregations?
Looking toward the 2006 consultation
Spiritual discernment
Dinner

Worship in local congregations
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