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INTERFAITH COALITION MOBILIZES AGAINST LI POVERTY

What?
A press conference to launch MICAH, an interfaith campaign to end hunger and poverty on Long Island, will be hosted by Catholic Charities, the LI Council of Churches, Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger and the Islamic Center of LI.  MICAH stands for “Mobilized Interfaith Coalition Against Hunger.”

When?
Wednesday, September 12th, 2007 (the eve of Rosh Hashanah and Ramadan),


11:30 AM at the Parish Outreach Center of the Church of St. Aidan, 505 Willis Avenue, Williston Park.

Why?
Over 259,000 Long Islanders seek help at food pantries each year.  They are the hidden, working poor who cannot make ends meet in one of the nation’s wealthiest suburbs.  The Church of St. Aidan was chosen because, despite the affluence of Williston Park, it has a food pantry that serves the community’s hidden poor.

Who?
Catholic, Protestant, Jewish and Islamic clergy and outreach workers will speak at the press conference about this year-long campaign to:

· make Long Islanders aware of the presence and suffering of their working-poor neighbors; 

· help these struggling Long Islanders access resources;

· advocate for public policies that address the root causes of poverty on Long Island.

Interfaith Coalition Moblizes to End Poverty on LI

“Long Islanders are often surprised to learn that there is a food pantry in their own neighborhood” Laura Cassel, Chief Executive Officer of Catholic Charities, said, “or that 250,000 people seek help from food pantries every year on Long Island.”  Last year, a Catholic Charities survey of 66 parish outreach centers found that almost 12,000 requests for food were responded to each month.  Dr. Richard Koubek, MICAH coordinator for Catholic Charities, added, “These are Long Island’s hidden poor, working two and three jobs yet unable to pay their bills.  Each month they have to make Sophie’s choices: Do I pay the rent or feed my children?  Do I pay the health insurance or feed my children.?”

In New Orleans on August 29th, for the second anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, NBC News reported that faith-based groups are leading the way rebuilding poor neighborhoods still shattered by Katrina.  Faith-based groups will also lead the way here on Long Island helping rebuild the shattered lives of their poor neighbors.
The Katrina disaster was supposed to launch a national dialogue on America’s hidden poor.  That dialogue never started. This is why Catholic Charities, the LI Council of Churches, Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger and the Islamic Center of LI are launching MICAH … A Campaign to End LI Poverty.  Named after the Hebrew Prophet who called his people to “do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8) MICAH stands for “Mobilized Interfaith Coalition Against Hunger.”  
To prepare for the MICAH Campaign, five MICAH Orientation workshops were held beginning September 4th, that drew almost 200 leaders from over 110 Catholic, Protestant, Jewish and Islamic congregations.  Each workshop attendee received a detailed MICAH resource kit to engage their congregation in the Campaign.
“This is one of the largest interfaith efforts I have seen on Long Island” said the Reverend Thomas Goodhue, Executive Director of the LI Council of Churches. “MICAH is a triple A  action campaign. Our goal is to help poor people through: Awareness about hidden poverty on LI; Accessing services to serve them and Advocacy for public policies that reduce the number of poor on Long Island.”  
The MICAH campaign will comprise 12 months of education, interfaith gatherings and public policy advocacy to get at the root causes of hunger and poverty. “Too often we religious people pray about a social problem like poverty” Reverend Goodhue said, “then we wring our hands and say, ‘isn’t it awful.’”  He added, “MICAH is intended to use the power of prayer – Christian, Jewish, Islamic and other faith prayers - to raise our collective conscience and to take action to end the scandal of hunger and poverty in one of the wealthiest suburbs in the United States.”
A summary of major MICAH activities is attached.

MICAH* … A Campaign to End LI Poverty

(*Mobilized Interfaith Coalition Against Hunger)

“Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with your God”  Micah 6:8

Campaign Format:

Each month of the MICAH Campaign will focus on a specific aspect of Long Island hunger, with special attention on how poverty contributes to hunger.  Educational materials for publication in congregational bulletins, agency newsletters and other publications will be developed that:

· Use excerpts from the Catholic Charities USA policy paper, Poverty in America, to analyze the causes of hunger and poverty on Long Island.

· Tell the stories of low-income Long Islanders who are struggling with hunger and poverty.

· Provide statistical profiles of the extent of both hunger and poverty on Long Island, with a monthly focus on a specific cause of hunger and poverty.

· Identify charitable resources and advocacy actions to alleviate hunger and poverty on Long Island.

The MICAH Campaign will also include numerous interfaith worship, reflection and educational programs about LI poverty. In addition, the Campaign will develop a public-policy agenda for advocacy around the 2008 federal and state budgets as well as Long Island town and county issues that affect the working poor such as the lack of affordable housing or understaffing of the Departments of Social Services.

Some of the MICAH Educational Themes:
· Hungry Long Islanders …How Can This Be?
· What Did Welfare Reform Accomplish?
· Who Are Our Poor Neighbors? Rethinking the Definition of Poverty on Long Island
· Pay the Rent or Feed the Children? – Tough Family Choices
· Pay for Health Insurance or Feed the Children?  -  More Difficult Choices
Examples of MICAH Interfaith Activities:
· September 27th: Ramadan/Sukkoth joint service focusing on fasting and the harvest. (Also the Feast Day of St. Vincent DePaul)
· September 30th: Interfaith Iftar breaking the Ramadan fast.
· October 21st, 2007: Children’s Sabbath focusing on children without health care
· November 10th , 2007: Encountering Hunger and Poverty on Long Island – A Day of Reflection, Assessment and Renewal
· January 13th, 2008 Martin Luther King Interfaith Reflection. 

· February 3rd, 2008 Super Bowl Sunday interfaith Souper Bowl Sunday food drive.
· Interfaith Clergy Workshop: Using the “Confessional Model” to Preach on Controversial Topics Like Affordable Housing for the Working Poor.
