Please Publish the Weekend of June 6th-9th    
A Call to Action on Behalf of Poor Long Islanders: Part 1
The public-policy issues below were developed on April 28th, 2008 at the MICAH/Adelphi University Conference, Ending Poverty on Long Island: An Action Plan.  These issues are now the MICAH Agenda for addressing specific, school district, village/town, county and state public-policy issues to help poor Long Islanders make ends meet.
To learn more about the MICAH campaign, contact Rev. Thomas Goodhue at the LI Council of Churches (LICCHemp@aol.com) or Neelofer Chaudry (LICCMICAH@aol.com)
1. Organizing Your Community to Create Affordable Housing 
· The State should adopt the Downstate Suburban Workforce Housing for Economic Sustainability Act which contains a package of $87.5 million in State incentives (such as additional school aid) for municipalities that create affordable housing.
· Towns and villages should adopt inclusionary zoning ordinances that require set asides for affordable housing with special attention to large projects such as the Lighthouse at Nassau’s Hub, Heartland in Brentwood and Yaphank.
· Towns and villages should adopt accessory apartments legislation to legalize, supervise and encourage the creation of accessory apartments.
· The State should adopt the Brennan/Padovan Foreclosure Relief bill to establish a one-year moratorium on home foreclosures.
2. Overcoming Racial and Class Inequities in Public Schools 
· The State should fund Universal Pre-K (UPK) with every 4 year old child from an economically-challenged family who needs a seat being given priority, but not exclusive, access to the program. Funding levels should be gradually increased to make UPK a “universal” program that is available to every 4 year old child in the State.
· School districts should engage in systematic assessment and training to enhance multicultural sensitivity and curriculum development as well as to address institutional and structural racism in the district’s policies including diversity in personnel, curriculum content, etc.  ERASE Racism has tools and trainings for these assessments: 516-921-4863.

3.   Funding Child Care for Quality Services  

· The State should increase the eligibility for Title XX subsidized child care to 275% of the Federal Poverty Level or $58,300  a year for a family of four.
· The State should increase State child care funding to the counties so that parents with children in subsidized child care pay 10% of the Family Share co-payment instead of the current Family Share of 17.5% in Nassau and 25% in Suffolk.
· The State should adopt a Paid Family Leave Act to assist parents to care for newborn infants.
Please Publish the Weekend of June 13th-15th     
A Call to Action on Behalf of Poor Long Islanders: Part 2
The public-policy issues below were developed on April 28th, 2008 at the MICAH/Adelphi University Conference, Ending Poverty on Long Island: An Action Plan.  These issues are now the MICAH Agenda for addressing specific, school district, village/town, county and state public-policy issues to help poor Long Islanders make ends meet.
4. Securing Decent Pay for Decent Work 
· The State should continue to expand wage supplements for the working poor by allowing telephone enrollments for Food Stamps or increasing the amount of the State Earned Income Tax Credit.
· The State should adopt a Domestic Worker’s Bill of Rights.
· The Jobs with Justice Worker’s Rights Board should receive interfaith support in its efforts to call attention to unfair labor practices on Long Island.
· The State should adopt Industrial Development Agency  (IDA)  reforms requiring that companies receiving IDA tax breaks be required to comply with fair wage and benefits, job creation and accountability standards.

5. Ensuring Health Care for Poor Long Islanders 
· The State should expand the number of Child Health Plus (CHP) enrollment sites, the number of facilitated CHP enrollers and should simplify the application process with a shorter application and more than a one-year enrollment cycle.
· The State should expand Timothy’s Law to require health insurance coverage parity to include Post Traumatic Stress Disorders (PTSD) and substance abuse.
6. Expanding Public Transportation for Working Long Islanders 
· The State should increase funding for public buses in Nassau and Suffolk Counties so as to increase routes, frequency of bus runs and improve scheduling.
7. Funding Departments of Social Services for Success 
· Nassau and Suffolk County Departments of Social Services should hire two mentors each to help clients complete their education and training programs.
· Suffolk County Department of Social Services should open one night a week to accommodate working poor people.
· The State should allow on-line courses and  unsupervised homework to count as a work activity and should permit clients to enter a four year college program.
· The State should raise the basic needs Public Assistance Grant (which has remained the same since 1990) to $491 a month, thereby restoring it to its 1990 value.
· The State should cap transfers from the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) surplus to pay for the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) at the 2007 amount ($603 million) so that more of the TANF surplus can be used for education and training and other programs to help clients transition from welfare to work.

Please Publish the Weekend of June 20th-22nd     
Cut Poverty in Half: Help Make Our Nation Whole
MICAH Asks You to  Sign on to 

The Catholic Charities USA Campaign

 To Reduce Poverty in Half by 2020
To learn more about the MICAH campaign, contact Dr. Richard Koubek (rfkoubek@optonline.net) or the Rev. Thomas Goodhue at the LI Council of Churches (LICCHemp@aol.com)
Poverty in America is a moral and social crisis. It threatens the health and economic well-being of our families and our nation as a whole. In response to this crisis, Catholic Charities USA has launched the Campaign to Reduce Poverty in America. Since September, 2007, MICAH (Mobilized Interfaith Coalition Against Hunger,) an interfaith campaign to end poverty on Long Island, has published excerpts from the Catholic Charities USA policy paper, Poverty in America: A Threat to the Common Good. In addition to publishing educational materials that raise awareness about poverty on Long Island, MICAH has also compiled an agenda of 21 public-policy issues that address the causes of Long Island poverty at the school district, village or town, county and state levels of government. 

Now, MICAH is asking you to join a national effort to combat poverty by signing on to the Catholic Charities USA Campaign to Reduce Poverty in America, a multi-year, multi-faceted approach to alleviating poverty in the United States.  Cut poverty in half to help make our nation whole!
The goals of the Catholic Charities USA Campaign to Reduce Poverty in America:
· To reduce poverty in the United States by 50 percent by the year 2020. 

· To call upon the government to do more to serve those who are poor, and to improve public policies that strengthen and support families. 

· To educate policymakers and the public about the struggles of those living in poverty and the good work of those who serve them in local communities. 

· To engage those who are most impacted by government policies to be active participants in developing solutions to reducing poverty. 

· To work with individuals and organizations across the country to address poverty in our country. 

You can electronically sign on to the Catholic Charities USA Campaign to Reduce Poverty by going to the Catholic Charities USA website, click “Campaign to Reduce Poverty,” click  “Act Now” and then “Option 2: Endorse the Campaign.”
