Hungry Long Islanders…How Can This Be?

MICAH* … A Campaign to End LI Poverty
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(*Mobilized Interfaith Coalition Against Hunger)
            “Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with your God”  Micah 6:8

MICAH Activities:

 September 2007- September 2008

                          Co-Sponsored by:  
            
                 - Catholic Charities
                        
     - The Long Island Council of Churches

                             - MAZON, A Jewish Response to Hunger

    


     - Islamic Center of Long Island



     - Interfaith Alliance of LI
For information on this campaign, contact Rev. Thomas Goodhue at the LI Council of Churches (516-565-0290), LICCHemp@aol.com
Campaign Goals:  
MICAH is an interfaith campaign, which began in September, 2007, that focuses on specific causes of hunger and poverty on Long Island. MICAH stands for “Mobilized Interfaith Coalition Against Hunger.”  MICAH has almost 500 leaders from more than 270 congregations and agencies. The campaign applied the Catholic Charities USA study, Poverty in America: A Threat to the Common Good, to Long Island so that religious congregations and other community groups can:

1. Explore, from an interfaith perspective, religious mandates to serve poor people.

2. Educate Long Islanders about the extent of hunger which is rooted in the largely-hidden poverty of their region.

3. Elevate Long Island poverty to the attention of the general public, the media and local government officials.

4. Integrate concern and care for hungry, poor Long Islanders into the faith-life of religious congregations.

5. Establish federal, state and Long Island public-policy priorities to address the causes of both hunger and poverty and mobilize the faith community and other groups to advocate for these policies.

6. Engage Long Islanders in the Catholic Charities USA national Campaign to Reduce Poverty in America. 

Campaign Format, Calendar and Outcomes:

Monthly Educational Focuses: Each month of the campaign focused on a specific aspect of Long Island hunger, with special attention on how poverty contributes to hunger.  Educational materials for publication in congregational bulletins, agency newsletters and other publications were developed that:

· Used excerpts from the Poverty in America study to analyze the causes of hunger and poverty on Long Island.

· Told the stories of low-income Long Islanders who are struggling with hunger and poverty.

· Provided statistical profiles of the extent of both hunger and poverty on Long Island, with a monthly focus on a specific cause of hunger and poverty.

· Identified charitable resources and advocacy actions to alleviate hunger and poverty on Long Island.

Outcome: MICAH congregational survey results, as of May 13th, 2008, indicate that 87 congregations published “all,” “many” or “some” of the MICAH bulletin inserts, with a potential circulation of about 170,000. It is estimated that, when the survey of congregations is completed, as many as 90 congregations will have published the inserts with a potential circulation of about 200,000.  
September, 2007 – Campaign Launch
· Educational Theme for Publication  – Hungry Long Islanders …How Can This Be?
· Interfaith Activities:
· September 5th-14th: five MICAH Orientation Workshops
· September 12th Press Conference by Long Island religious and community leaders to launch the campaign on the eve of Rosh Hashanah and Ramadan.

· September 27th , Oct 1st : Ramadan/Sukkoth joint services focusing on fasting and the harvest. (Also the Feast Day of St. Vincent DePaul)
Outcomes: While 100 leaders were expected, the MICAH Orientation workshops were attended by 212 leaders from 115 congregations and agencies. The MICAH press conference launch yielded a third of a page story in Newsday, a Newsday editorial, two Newsday columns, a News 12 story, and eventually a front page story in The Long Island Catholic. Five Ramadan – Sukkoth – St. Vincent DePaul MICAH services were held, attended by about 250 people.
October, 2007 

· Educational Theme for Publication – What Did Welfare Reform Accomplish?
· Interfaith Activities:
· Conference Announcements: October 12th Keys to the Homeless Conference sponsored by Nassau/Suffolk Coalition for the Homeless; October 13th  St. John’ University poverty conference; October 19th  Bread for the World Pastor’s Brunch: Lectionary Signposts for 2008; October 18th Anti-Hunger Task Force Conference
· October 21, 2007: Children’s Sabbath(www.childrenssabbath.org)
Outcomes: Each of the above conferences was advertised to MICAH leaders, some of whom attended one or more of the gatherings.  The Children’s Sabbath service was conducted in several congregations on the weekend of October 19th - 21st and was used for the January 20th MICAH interfaith Martin Luther King service.
November, 2007 

· Educational Theme for Publication: Who Are Our Poor Neighbors? Rethinking the Definition of Poverty on Long Island
· Interfaith Activities:
· November 12th, 2007: MICAH Retreat, Nurturing Your Soul in Service to Others
· Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer Services and food basket distributions that focus on Long Island hunger and poverty.
· Common Meal in which food pantry/outreach clients are invited to dine with direct-service volunteers (as in Our Daily Bread at St. James RC Church in Setauket)
Outcomes: About 55 MICAH leaders attended the November 12th retreat.  Approximately 16 interfaith MICAH Thanksgiving services were held. About 32 congregations reported, as of May 13th, 2008, that they had conducted food distributions and several held Common Meals.
December, 2007 
· Educational Theme for Publication  – Pay the Rent or Feed the Children? – Tough Family Choices
· Interfaith Activities:
· Advent/Chanukah small-group reflections (and perhaps an interfaith prayer service) using any one of these resources: Hunger No More curriculum (www.hungernomore.org) or; Discussion Guide/Curriculum: Challenging Myths & Stereotypes About the Poor (Koubek.richard@catholiccharities.cc)  or; Small Group Discussion Guide for the Catholic Charities USA Policy Paper (www.catholiccharitiesusa.org.)
· Oxfam Food Banquet illustrating food disparities among poor and wealthy communities/nations.

Outcomes: MICAH congregational survey results, as of May 13th, 2008, indicate that about 10 congregations have used one of the MICAH recommended discussion guides on poverty. St. Louis de Montfort RC Church, for example, used the Challenging Myths and Stereotypes About the Poor guide in their teen youth program which then served as a springboard for community service projects. Several congregations introduced the Oxfam hunger banquet.  Our Lady of Grace RC Church, for example, used the Oxfam banquet for all children preparing for Confirmation.
January, 2008  
· Educational Theme for Publication – Pay for Health Insurance or Feed the Children?  -  More Difficult Choices
· Interfaith Activities:

· January 20th, 2008 Martin Luther King Interfaith Reflection. 
· Super Bowl Sunday interfaith Souper Bowl Sunday food drive. (www.souperbowl.org)
Outcomes: Approximately 600 people attended the January 20th MICAH Martin Luther King interfaith reflection. The interfaith Children’s Sabbath prayer service was used for this event.  About 12 congregations reported, as of April 9th, 2008, that they conducted the Souper Bowl collection.
February, 2008 
· Educational Theme for Publication – Pay the Child Care Provider or Feed the Children? - Another Example of Difficult Choices
· Interfaith Activity:

· February 5th, 2008, MICAH Mardi Gras: Who Are Our Poor Neighbors? A Conversation for the Common Good for youth and adults.
Outcomes: A MICAH Youth Leaders’ Committee has been formed that includes the Diocese of Rockville Centre Youth Office, Students for 60,000, Rock and Wrap it Up, End World Hunger and several congregational youth ministers.  The MICAH Youth Mardi Gras on February 5th was attended by about 40 youth leaders.  Plans are underway for a MICAH Marathon in June, 2008 and for several other activities in September, 2008 connected to the new September (formerly June) National Hunger Awareness Month.
March, 2008  

· Educational Theme for Publication – 2008 Federal and State Budgets as Moral Documents
· Interfaith Activities:
· Lent/Passover small-group reflections ((see December 2007 Interfaith activities)
· Catholic Charities’ Stations of the Cross in Solidarity with the Poor on LI.(Koubek.richard@catholiccharities.cc)
Outcomes: The March MICAH inserts contained a New York State budget advocacy letter, that MICAH congregations published, which asked State senators to support specific programs that help poor Long Islanders. Members of MICAH congregations were asked to remove the letter from their bulletin, sign it and mail it to their senator.  Another letter to State senators was published by MICAH congregations on the weekend of March 28th – 30th on behalf of the Downstate Suburban Workforce Housing for Economic Sustainability Act.  MICAH congregations were asked to collect the letter after services during April.  Of congregations reporting letter collections as of May 13th 2008, 2,597 letters have already been collected.
April, 2008 
· Educational Theme for Publication – Welfare Reform’s Impact on County Social Services
· Interfaith Activities:
· April 5th east end  LICC Convocation with a poverty theme. (postponed until September 20th, 2008)
· April 28th MICAH/Adelphi University Poverty Conference to set a LI public policy agenda for action on specific, winnable issues that address the causes of hunger and poverty.
Outcomes: Leaders from 225 MICAH congregations and agencies, as well as Adelphi University staff and students, attended the conference which began with what a Newsday editorial described as a “bracing” keynote address by former Suffolk County Legislature Presiding Officer Paul Tonna who called the faith community to political action on behalf of the poor.  The conference participants than divided into  action workshops headed by a policy specialist, each charged with identifying 3 to 5 local (school district or village/town or county or state,) winnable public-policy issues that address these barriers facing poor people on Long Island: (1) racial and class segregation in public schools; (2) under funding of departments of social services; (3) under funding of child care services; (4) low-wage jobs; (5) the lack of affordable housing; (6) the lack of health care; (7) the lack of public transportation.  The workshop participants also engaged in a power analysis as to how they might win on their issue. The conference identified 21 issues in the 7 policy categories which can be found below on pages 11-12.  These issues will be prioritized by the MICAH Steering Committee and will become the policy and advocacy agenda for the second year of the MICAH campaign.
May, 2008

· Educational Theme for Publication: Are Long Island Public Schools a Path Out of Poverty?
· Interfaith Activities:
· May 8, 2008, LI Council of Churches (LICC) Annual Meeting with a presentation by the Rev. Thomas Goodhue, Executive Director of the LICC - How to Preach on Difficult Topics Like LI Poverty.
· May 10, 2008: Interfaith participation in the annual National Association of Letter Carriers Food Drive.
Outcomes: Reverend Thomas Goodhue announced at the May 8th LICC annual meeting that the LICC had received a $100,000 grant from the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock to continue the MICAH campaign into its second year.  Rev. Goodhue was the featured speaker at the annual meeting of about 100 leaders during which he provided concrete ideas for preaching and discussing difficult topics such as poverty or racism without unnecessarily offending people. MICAH congregations publicized the May 10th National Association of Letter Carriers Food Drive.
June, 2008 

· Educational Theme for Publication: Long Island Work and Workers in a Global Economy
· Interfaith Activity:
· MICAH Marathon by Bryan and Andrew Knipfing (from Montauk to Wyandanch) to raise awareness about LI hunger.
· Signing of an interfaith version of the Catholic Charities USA Campaign to Reduce Poverty pledge card to cut poverty in half by the year 2020.

Outcomes: The June bulletin insert theme of Long Island Work and Workers was moved to September to coincide with Labor in the Pulpits and Labor Day programs.  Instead, the June inserts published the public policy agenda developed at the April 28th MICAH conference, as well as a sign-on to the national Catholic Charities USA Campaign to Reduce Poverty.  Twin brothers Bryan and Andrew Knipfing ran the MICAH Marathon from Montauk to the Queens border, June 1-8, stopping at food pantries in Montauk, Southampton, Riverhead, Port Jefferson, East Northport, Huntington Station and Wyandanch.  Their run was covered by Newsday, The Long Island Catholic and several local papers.  The runners were welcomed by young people and volunteers at most stops, where representatives from Northport High School’s Students for 60,000 distributed checks totaling $7,000 to the pantries.  The MICAH Marathon ended on Sunday, June 8, at the Gerald Ryan outreach center where a crowd of about 60 people welcomed the Knipfing brothers.  By the middle of the run, they had raised $2,000 to help rebuild the Gerald Ryan Outreach center which was destroyed by a fire on December 30, 2007.
September, 2008 

· Educational Theme for Publication – Labor on Long Island
· Interfaith Activity:
· Congregational participation in National Worker Justice’s Labor in the Pulpits (www.labor-religion.org/laborinthepulpit.htm)
· Interfaith participation in Hunger Awareness Month (www.hungerday.org)

Micah Steering Committee
Steering Committee

· Bill Ayers, Work Hunger Year

· Rev. William Brisotti, Pastor,  Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal R.C. Church, Wyandanch

· Vanessa Crilly, Jobs with Justice

· Claire Deroche, Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock

· Mary Dewar, LI Council of Churches

· Pat Dooley, Parish Social Ministry Coordinator, Our Lady of the Assumption R.C. Church, Copiague

· Rev. Bill Edwards, Bread for the World

· Rev. Thomas Goodhue, LI Council of Churches 

· Dick Goodman, LI Council of Churches

· Martha Graziano, Catholic Charities

· Dr. Rose Guercia, LI Health Access Monitoring Project

· Kim Keller, Island Harvest

· Dr. Charles Kerner, St. Elizabeth R.C. Church, Melville

· Dr. Richard Koubek, Huntington Township Housing Coalition and Huntington ICAHN

· Doug LaLone, Society of St. Vincent DePaul

· Kristine Lehn, LI Cares, Harry Chapin Food Bank

· Syd Mandelbaum, Rock and Wrap It Up

· Sr. Alice McVey, Our Lady of Grace R.C. Church, West Babylon

· David Napell, MAZON:  A Jewish Response to Hunger

· Msgr. Peter Ryan, Pastor, Our Lady Queen of Martyrs R.C. Church, Centerport

· Midge Thompson, St. Elizabeth R.C. Church, Melville

· Rev. Dennis Walker, Bread for the World

· Rabbi Paula Winnig, Temple Sinai, Lawrence

Staff:
Neelofer Chaudry, Long Island Council of Churches

MICAH Endorsing Agencies:

· Child Care Council of Nassau

· Child Care Council of Suffolk

· Bread for the World, Long Island Chapter

· Family Service League

· FEGS

· Huntington ICAHN (Interfaith Coalition for Affordable Housing Now)

· Huntington Township Housing Coalition

· LI Federation of Labor

· LI Health Access Monitoring Project

· Health and Welfare Council of LI

· Island Harvest

· Interfaith Nutrition Network (The INN)

· Jobs with Justice

· Long Island Cares, Harry Chapin Food Bank

· Nassau Suffolk Coalition for the Homeless

· Nutrition Outreach Project, Catholic Charities

· Society of St. Vincent DePaul

· Suffolk Community Council

· Urban League of Long Island

· Wyandanch Homes and Property Development Corporation
MICAH LEADER’S APPLICATION

Please add my name to the MICAH leader’s list so that I can receive notices of MICAH activities and MICAH resources:

NAME _______________________________


Agency or Congregation ___________________________

Address _________________________

               _________________________

Telephone __________________

Fax _______________

E-mail _________________________________

Please email to LICCMICAH@aol.com, fax to 516-565-0291, or mail to 


Room 207, Public Advocacy Center


Touro Law Center,


225 Eastview Drive

            Central Islip, NY 11772

MICAH ENDORSEMENT FORM
Please list our agency as an endorser of the MICAH campaign:

Agency ____________________________________

Executive Director __________________________

Address _____________________________

Telephone ___________________________

Fax   _______________________

Website ________________________

______ Yes, I would like MICAH materials sent to me.  

My  e-mail address is ______________________________

Our agency would like to send a representative to the MICAH Steering Committee

(Note: The Steering Committee meets every other month.)

Name of agency representative ___________________________

Telephone ________________   E-mail ____________________

Please email to LICCMICAH@aol.com, fax to 516-565-0291, or mail to 


Room 207, Public Advocacy Center


Touro Law Center,


225 Eastview Drive

            Central Islip, NY 11772

MICAH MEMBERSHIP FORM
Our congregation would like to join the MICAH campaign:

Congregation ________________________________________

Denomination/Faith Community ________________________

Contact Person ______________________________________

Address _____________________________

Telephone ___________________________

Fax   _______________________

Website ________________________

______ Yes, I would like MICAH materials sent to me.  

My  e-mail address is ______________________________

We would like to send a representative to the MICAH Steering Committee

(The Steering Committee meets every other month.)

Name of representative ___________________________

Telephone ________________   E-mail ____________________

Please email to LICCMICAH@aol.com, fax to 516-565-0291, or mail to 


Room 207, Public Advocacy Center


Touro Law Center,


225 Eastview Drive

            Central Islip, NY 11772
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