LONG ISLAND COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

In a study entitled “Lack of Affordable Housing: Prescription
for Economic Disaster,” the economist Pearl Kramer found that
over 227,000 Long Island families live in housing they cannot
afford. These numbers do not include people living in illegal
apartments, young adults who remain at home because they
cannot afford independent housing, or those who live in shelters,
tents, or trailers.

The Long Island Council of Churches helps nearly 150 families a
year with mortgage and rental assistance, heat, gas, and utilities
payments. The lack of affordable housing is the single greatest
problem facing our clients and it is the primary reason they come
to us for assistance.

Mrs. Dean is 75. She has Alzheimer’s. She had no heat or
electricity during three of the coldest days this winter. Her
daughter moved back from Brooklyn to care for her mother and
share in the mortgage payments. Through Project Warmth we
were able to pay Mrs. Dean’s electricity and heat bills so her
heat and electricity were restored. We gave her emergency food,
referred her to another agency that will provide her with meat,
and helped her apply for Meals on Wheels. We also referred her
to a senior citizen program that will provide companionship for
her.

Your contributions will help us keep needy Long Islanders in
their homes. If you would like to contribute, volunteer, and/or
receive our monthly newsletter, please contact us at 516-565-
0290, e-mail us at: licc@optonline.net or contact us at:

Long Island Council of Churches
1644 Denton Green
Hempstead, NY 11550
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