LONG ISLAND COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Within hours of the September 11" terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center, the Long Island Council of Churches mobilized
for disaster relief. We collected clothing, blankets, water, food,
and gear for the rescue workers through our Riverhead office.
We also collaborated with other agencies to gather information
and get help to those affected by the disaster.

We were one of the few agencies on Long Island to provide
direct assistance to those who lost their jobs due to the terrorist
attacks but did not fit the eligibility criteria for FEMA and other
social service agencies because they had not lost loved ones, nor
were they located in Lower Manhattan.

With generous grants from several denominations we were able
to assist 353 households with housing, utilities, fuel and gas,
transportation, medical prescriptions and basic other living
expenses. We also partnered with FEGS, a Long Island Jewish
Family and Health Services agency, to provide a complete array
of job services for WTC clients from both agencies. Here is the
story of a typical WTC client we helped:

David is in his 20’s. He worked on the 80" Floor of the World
Trade Center, Tower 1. After 9/11, his company suffered a
severe business downturn and David was laid off. He needs a
Masters’ degree to be marketable in his field, so we helped him
with tuition, transportation to school, and two utility payments.

If you would like to contribute, volunteer, and/or receive our
monthly newsletter, please contact us at 516-565-0290, e-mail us
at: licc@optonline.net or contact us at:

Long Island Council of Churches
1644 Denton Green
Hempstead, NY 11550
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