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Rationale:  
 

Whereas we recognize that we were “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 
139) and that our faith tradition calls us to care for our bodies as temples of the 
Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 6:19-20). We are also called to treat our children as 
sacred (Matthew 18:2-4) and to provide for future generations. Sadly, studies 
have found that children carry a disproportionate toxic burden. Research indicates 
that newborns in the United States have an average of 200 toxic chemicals in their 
umbilical cord blood.1 
 
Whereas asthma, cardiovascular disease,2 obesity,3 early childhood puberty, 
infertility, and cancer are linked to exposure to chemicals in products commonly 
found in households, and church buildings, and other related facilities. The Center 
for Disease Control found that more than 92 percent of Americans have 
bisphenol-a (a coating on polycarbonate plastics and food cans) in their blood, a 
chemical linked at low doses to cancer, obesity, type II diabetes, early puberty in 
girls,4 and cardiovascular disease. 5Additionally, studies have also detected 16 
chemicals from cosmetics products in children and youth that are linked with 
health problems including cancer and hormone disruption.6 Other studies have 
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found a high presence of persistent, bioaccumulative chemicals, such as 
brominated flame retardants (which are linked to thyroid cancer, developmental 
delays, and hearing loss) in adults, children, newborns,7 breast milk,8 and 
Creation.9 Diseases, learning and developmental disabilities, respiratory illnesses, 
and reproductive challenges have been linked with such chemicals as dioxins,10 
mercury,11 lead,12 perflorochemicals,13 formaldehyde,14 and chemicals in 
cleaning products. 

                                                

 
Whereas we are called to care for the “least of these” (Matthew 25:45). The 
United Church of Christ’s Race and Toxic Waste reports of 198715 and 200716 
found that race, more than class determines the location and siting of toxic waste 
sites. Some cosmetics products marketed specifically to people of color contain 
particularly toxic chemicals.17 Additionally, lack of access to fresh fruits and 
vegetables exposes low-income communities to toxic chemicals in aluminum cans 
and pesticides, which have been linked to hormone disruption.18 Low-income 
persons, minorities, and non-English speaking residents are less likely to have the 
knowledge or resources to buy more-expensive and less-toxic alternatives to 
household items currently in use. Because these same populations are also less 
likely to have knowledge of and access to adequate preventive and responsive 
health care in the face of these exposures, these vulnerable populations, and 
especially their children, are doubly burdened by the impacts of toxic exposures. 
 
Whereas the Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976 was passed to create a 
framework to regulate our nation’s chemicals, and yet in the last thirty years the 
Environmental Protection Agency has used its authority to test only 200 
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chemicals and only 5 have been banned out of the 82,000 chemicals currently 
registered for use. 19 
 
Whereas the Food and Drug Administration has little authority and few resources 
to regulate chemicals in cosmetics; and companies are not required to reveal 
chemicals used in manufacturing, especially in fragrance, despite the fact that 
chemicals in fragrance have been linked to cancer, reproductive challenges, and 
early childhood puberty in girls. 
 

Therefore be it resolved that   
 
The National Council of Churches will promote educational materials and 
practical solutions for church bodies to promote healthy, less-toxic spaces for 
worship and sacred living. 
 
The National Council of Churches will work to protect the most vulnerable 
members of society from exposure to harmful chemicals—pregnant women, 
children, communities of color, low-income communities, older adults and others 
with compromised immune systems, and people exposed to these chemicals in the 
workplace. 

 
The National Council of Churches will work to protect Creation from toxic 
chemical exposure by engaging congregants in healthy lifestyle choices and 
public witness on behalf of Creation. 
 
The National Council of Churches will share a prophetic witness to empower 
legislators and federal agencies to ban toxic chemicals of concern, repair the 
system we use to regulate chemicals, and ensure that the products we use are safe 
for all. We also encourage industry, government, faith bodies, and environmental 
health advocates to work together to create policies that promote a green, toxic-
free economy. Through these efforts we can ensure a healthier future for the 
whole body of Christ. 
  
 
Adopted by the Eco-Justice Working Group, March 31, 2009 
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