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here indicated it is our position that no further legisla-
tion of an emergency character be enacted. The time
is past for dealing with these matters on a piece-meal
and emergency basis. Rather, it is imperative that
United States policy be now shaped in accordance
with the long-range requirements of the problem.

The National Council of Churches has taken note of
the fact that legislation is pending in Congress looking
toward the revision of our immigration and naturaliza-
tion laws. We believe it is of the utmost importance
that legislation be enacted that will conform with our
democratic tradition and with our heritage as a de-
fender of human rights. The adoption by Congress of
enlightened immigration and naturalization laws would
add immeasurably to the moral stature of the United
States and would hearten those nations with which we
are associated in a common effort to establish the con-
ditions of a just and durable peace.

We do not propose at this time to pass judgment
on the specific details of the proposed legislation, many
of which are technical and legal in character. We be-
lieve, however, the views hereinafter set forth are in
accord with the convictions of our constituent com-
munions.

One: The Congress should make the quota system
more flexible. Under existing legislation provision is
made for the possible admission to the United States,
each year, of 154,000 immigrants. For one reason or
another, the quotas assigned to many countries are not
now being filled. We believe serious consideration
should be given to the pooling or adjusting of unused

quotas in order to facilitate family reunion, to pro-
vide skills needed in our country, and to offer asylum
to persecuted vicims of totalitarian regimes. While
any permanent solution of the problems of over-popu-
lation can be effected only by basic economics and
social adjustments within the countries concerned, it
seems clear that migration opportunities, however
limited, can be a helpful factor in easing the tensions
occasioned by surplus peoples.

Two: The Congress should complete the process of
amending immigration and naturalization laws so that,
within the quota system, all discriminatory provisions
based upon considerations of color, race, or sex would
be removed.

Three: The Congress should establish a system of
fair hearings and appeals respecting the issuance of
visas and deportation proceedings. It is right and
proper that Congress shall approve such precautionary
measures as may be required to ensure our nation
against the infiltration of individuals hostile to the
basic principles of the Constitution and institutions
of the United States. We believe this end can be
achieved without the imposition of such restrictive
measures as would violate the American conception
of justice.

We believe the people of our churches would wel-
come the establishment of a National Commission to
study with due regard for our international objectives,
the problem of population pressures throughout the
world, and the possible bearing of these pressures upon
our immigration policies.
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