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maximum extent feasible, this form of assistance should
be deployed through international institutions and those
of the developing countries,

4. Protection of the environment

. Humankind has the capacity and indeed the tendency
to abuse, misuse and overuse the earth, the air, and the
sea and their resources in violation of the fragile ecological
fabric of the planet, The U.S, Government should increase
research on ecological problems and should support programs
which keep food production practices in harmony with eco-
systems,

C. For Changing Patterns of Consumption by
the Affluent

1. Reduction of Food Waste

In the United States, government and private agencies
at all levels should campaign against household, restaurant
and institutional waste of food. Energy waste through over-
processing, packaging and transporting of foodstuffs should
be minimized,

2. Reduction of U.S. food consumption

Medical testimony indicates that nuwitional diseases
of abundance affect many persons in the U.S. Many are
induced to over-consume nutritionally unsound products
by advertising and the mass media. Government agencies
should mount educational campaigns to encourage more
modest and healthful levels'of diet and to discourage ex-
cessive use of grain-based alcohol beverages. The govern-
ment silould also encourage greater reliance on range feed-
ing in place of grain feeding of livestock.

D. For Mceting Immediate Needs
L Increased food aid

The U. S, should reverse the recent shrinkage in the
volume of U. S. food aid in comparison with total U, S.
agricultural exports. A reasonable goal for U.S. food
aid in our view would be ten percent of such exports
each year, (In1974 the U.S. food aid program repre-
sented less than four percent.) Food aid should be used
to aid self-reliance and not to perpetuate or increase
dependency.

In addition to its own increased commitment, our
government should take the lead in pressing for an annual
flow of food aid, jointly funded by all affluent nations
sufficient to meet the emergency needs of hungry people
around the world. To use food or any resource needed to
procure food as a political weapon is unconscionable in
a hungry world. Food aid allocations should be based on
the incidence of hunger without regard to political or
ideological considerations,
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2. Establishment of an international system of food
reserves

Our country must become a major partner in a
responsible international system of food reserves
and an early warning system to alert the world com-
munity to impending famine in any country or region.
To this end the U.S. should cooperate fully with the
world food reserve and warning system recommendations
of the World Food Conference. U.S. food reserves
should be administered in accord with an internationally
agreed upon plan. The U. S. should assist developing
countries technologically and financially to develop
storage and transportation systems for food which will
minimize spoilage and loss by insects, rodents and otner
animals, :

3. Reform and expansion of U.S. domestic food
assistance programs

The urgent and legitimate appeals to meet needs
abroad should not obscure the responsibility of the
government to assure an adequate diet for every resi-
dent of the U.S. and of territories under U. S. juris-
diction. In the short term this calls for expansion of
the coverage, liberalization of the provisions, and
more adequate implementation of the federal food
stamp program and other food aid programs. In the
long run, our goal should be a diffusion of economic
power and a redistribution of income leading to policies
of full employment and income maintenance that will
assure every American an adequate level of living.

VIII. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, we address a word to the people of our
nation. In this bicentennial year, we are especially
conscious of great advantages enjoyed by our nation--
abundance of natural resources, fertility of soil, favor-
able climate for food production. On this base we
have erected an enormously productive agricultural
system which has fed the majority of our own people
well and made available vast quantites of food for
export,

Our record for equitable distribution of this abund-
ance is much less impressive. In the name of the free
market system we have allowed corporate interests to
become inordinately powerful, and a few persons and
corporations to accumulate tremendous wealth and

‘power. Faced with these monopolistic trends, small

farmers find survival increasingly difficult and millions
of our people exist in poverty and in hunger.

Our role as a nation among the nations of the world
often has been one of overbearing power--political,
economic, and military. Many of the hungry people
and poor nations of the world have so littde because we
have so much,

We call upon all our people and our national
government to join us in examining our attitudes
and institutions, and in making those changes
which must come if our nation is to make its
maximum contributions to the achievement of
2 world free from poverty and hunger.

108 FOR; 1 AGAINST; 1 ABSTENTION.





