
should encourage in every legitimate way the transforma­
tion of agrarian structures in the interest of justice for the 
stlUlll faClTle.rs llnd lanLlless farlll laborers. tv1oreover. the 
UnltcJ State.s (;ovcrnnlcnt should set an ~xamplc 1n this 
lllatter by rlll'SU ll1~ policies to protect the rights and In­
tcrcstJ of famlly farn1ers and Carin workers in our country 
against tile encroach ment of corporate agribusiness 
entcrprlses. 

3. Family Planning and population stabilization 

To the extent that population growth is a by-product 
of poverty, efforts at population stabilization are doomed 
to frustration. unless priority is given to changing the 
economic structures dealing with food production and dis­
tribution. The affluent of the world particularly need 
population stabilization because of the disproportionately 
heavy drain which they make on the world's resources. 
With commitment to a priority for economic justice, the 
U. S. Government should project national policies which 
work toward population stabilization, while avoiding co­
ercion of the poor a nd powerless wi thin our society. It 
should also support the efforts of other nations and of in­
ternational agencies toward population stabilization 
within the context of economic development and social 
justice. To be effective, population stabilization pro­
grams m~t include more than direct techniques and in­
centives for limiting numbers of birt~. Far more im­
portantly. they must provide programs to improve job 
opportunity and income security; reduce infant mortal­
ity; up-grade maternal and child health; advance basic 
education; elevate the status of women; and generally 
contribute to raising the standard of living and improv­
ing the overall quality of life for all people. 

4. International trade policies 

The United States Government should work at the 
international level to establish trade policies that en­
courage agricultural production in the less developed 
countries by removing trade barriers and stabilizing 
world commodity prices at just levels. At the same 
time such policies should be enacted as may be 
necessary to guarantee justice to all food producing 
groups and nations. Workers and businesses adversely 
affected by trade policy changes must be protected 
for a reasonable transition period. 

In this connection, it is also necessary that the U. S. 
Government in collaboration with other national govern­
ments and international agencies, move to re-orient the 
enormous and grOWing powers of transnational corporations, 
disciplining their activities in ways which will contribute 
to the general welfare of humankind. 

5.� Arms limitations and reduction of military spendin~ 

The enormous military establishment of the world, 
which consumes more than $270 billion annually, is a 
major competitor with agricultural production for world­
scarce natural resources and money. The United States 
Government should reduce its own military expenditures 
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and curtail its sale of arms abroad and also press Vigor­
ously for international arms control. rlJerehy reducing 
the inhuman waste of war and war preparedl1ess, anJ 
r~leasing vast funds needed to eradicate l\llll~cr tlU'ol1~ll 

economic development 1n every natioll. 

B. For the Increase of Food Production 

1. Policies for U. S. food production 

A critical part of the solution to the world food 
crisis lies in increasing production in the developing 
countries themselves. However, some countries can­
not.. at least at present, produce enough for all their 
needs. The U. S., and other major food producing 
countries, will need to continue to fill that production 
gap. Production levels in this country should be plan­
ned high enough to meet those needs and to maintain 
buffer stocks to meet emergencies. Such plans should 
not jeopardize the increasing of production in food­
defici t countries nor violate sound ecological principles. 
Such plans should include continuation of appropriate 
agricultural research; a domestic farm program which 
provides reasonable price and income stability to Am­
erican farmers at levels which constirute an incentive 
to full production; and a national land use planning 
program which will protect farm land from diversion 
to non-agricultural uses. 

2.� Increased production and better distribution of 
fertilizer 

Fertilizer, both chemical and organic, is a key 
element in increased food production. The United 
States should encourage increased fertilizer product­
ion at home and abroad and should discourage non­
food uses of scarce fertilizer. While additional ferti­
lizer can be used even on our already well-fertilized 
fields, far greater yield increases may be obtained 
from the same amount of fertilizer '~hen applied to 
under-fertilized land in developing countries. The 
U. S. therefore should encourage a sharp increase in 
the export of fertilizer to these countries on terms they 
can afford. Research and developrnent on fertilizer 
production both in the U. S. and abroad should be 
encouraged. United States technical assistance should 
be made available for development of fertilizer plants 
to utilize natural gas currently being flared and VI asted 
from oil wells in OPEC countries. The use of organic 
forms of fertilizer should be officially encouraged. 

3.� Expansion of agricultural research 

We are learning that much of the farm technology 
which has contributed to the high productivity of U. S. 
agriculture is not directly applicable to many other 
parts of the world. Scientific research and technology 
appropriate to conditions in the developing countries 
are essential to the expansion of their food production. 
The U. S. should continue and increase the provision of 
both financial resources and skilled personnel for the 
pursuit of such research and technology. To t~e 
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maximum extent feasible, this form of assistance should 
be deployed through international institutions and those 
of the developing countries. 

4.� Protection of the environment 

. Humankind has the capacity and indeed the tendency 
to abuse. misuse and overuse the earth, the air. and the 
sea and their resources in violation of the fragile ecological 
fabric of the planet. The U. S. Government should increase 
research on ecological problems and should support programs 
which keep food production practices in harmony with eco­
systems. 

c.� For Changing Patterns of Consumption by 
the Affluent 

1.� Reduction of Food Waste 

In the United States. government and private agencies 
at all levels should campaign against household, restaurant 
and institutional waste of food. Energy waste through over­
processing, packaging and transporting of foodstuffs should 
be minimized. 

2.� Reduction of U. S. food consumption 

Medical testimony indicates that nutritional diseases 
of abundance affect many persons in the U. S. Many are 
induced to over-consume nutritionally unsound products 
by advertising and the mass media. Government agencies 
should mount educational campaigns to encourage more 
modest and healthfullevels'of diet and to discourage ex­
cessive use of grain-based alcohol beverages. The govern­
ment shoUld also encourage greater reliance on range feed­
ing in place of grain feeding of livestock. 

D. For Meeting Immediate Needs 

1. Increased food aid 

The U. S. should reverse the recent shrinkage in the 
volume of U. S. food aid in comparison with total U. S. 
agricultural exports. A reasonable goal for U. S. food 
aid in our view would he ten percent of such exports 
each year. (In 1974 the U. S. food aid program repre­
sented less than four percent.) Food aid should be used 
to aid self-reliance and not to perpetuate or increase 
dependency. 

In addition to its own increased commitment, our 
government should take the lead in pressing for an annual 
flow of food aid, jointly funded by all affluent nations 
sufficient to meet the emergency needs of hungry people 
around the world. To use food or any resource needed to 
procure food as a political weapon is unconscionable in 
a hungry world. Food aid allocations should be based on 
the incidence of hunger without regard to political or 
ideological considera tio ns. 
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2.� Establishment of an international system of food� 
reserves� 

Our country must become a major partner in a� 
responsible international system of food reserves� 
and an early warning system to alert the world com­�
munity to impending famine in any country or region.� 
To this end the U. S. should cooperate fully with the� 
world food reserve and warning system recommendations� 
of the World Food Conference. U. S. food reserves� 
should be administered in accord with an internationally� 
agreed upon plan. The U. S. should assist developing� 
countries technologically and financially to develop� 
storage and transportation systems for food which will� 
minimize spoilage and loss by i~ects. rodents and other� 
animals.� 

3.� Reform and expansion of U. S. domestic food� 
assistance prograrns� 

The urgent and legitimate appeals to meet needs� 
abroad should not obscure the responsibility of the� 
government to assure an adequate diet for every resi­�
dent of the U. S. and of territories under U. S. juris­�
diction. In the short texm this calls for expansion of� 
the coverage. liberalization of the provisions. and� 
more adequate implementation of the federal food� 
stamp program and other food aid programs. In the� 
long run. our goal should be a diffusion of economic� 
power and a redistribution of income leading to policies� 
of full employment and income maintenance that will� 
assure every American an adequate level of living.� 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, we address a word to the people of Oill� 

nation. In this bicentennial year, we are especially� 
conscious of great advantages enjoyed by our narion-­�
abundance of natural resources, fertility of soil, favor­�
able climate for food production. On this base we� 
have erected an enormously productive agricultural� 
system which has fed the majority of our own poople� 
well and made available vast quantites of food for� 
export.� 

Our record for equitable distribution of this abund­
ance is much less impressive. In the name of the free 
market system we have allowed corporate interests to 
become inordinately powerful, and a few persons and 
corporations to accumulate tremendous wealth and 

. power. Faced with these monopolistic trends. small 
farmers find survival increasingly difficult and millions 
of our people exist in poverty and in hunger. 

Our role as a nation among the natIOns of the world� 
often has been one of overbearing power- -political,� 
economic, and military. Many of the hungry people� 
and poor nations of the world have so little because we� 
have so much.� 

We call upon all our people and our national� 
government to join us in examining our attitudes� 
and institutions, and in making those changes� 
which must come if our nation is to make its� 
maximum contributions to the achievement of� 
a \oJorld free from poverty and hunger.� 
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